
A Brighter Future 
Discussion Guide

A Brighter Future Is Possible

Crime, drugs, unemployment, despair.  These 
social problems affect urban communities all 
across  America.  And nowhere more than 
Camden, New Jersey.  

Is it possible to overcome these obstacles? 
Definitely! Meet five young adults whose futures 
are filled with hope.  

A Brighter Future explores the relationship 
between singing in a choir and success in life.

It looks at the ways that the discipline needed for rehearsals and the self-confidence needed for 
performance can be transferred to other areas of life.

Music has the power to transform lives. The scientific evidence has been demonstrated in 
numerous studies. This inspiring and uplifting documentary is about the human evidence.

Background

For many years, Camden, New Jersey, has been deemed one of the poorest and most violent 
cities in America.  This tiny, post-industrial city of 85,000 people hugs the edge of the Delaware 
River, directly across from the bustling metropolis of Philadelphia.  Until the mid-1900s, 
numbers of manufacturing jobs, leading to a 
sharp decline in real estate value and a mass 
exodus from the city.  With a depleted tax base, 
the city was forced to make dramatic cuts in 
educational and social services.  Children and 
teens were impacted negatively as programs 
such as arts, music, afterschool education, and 
summer camps were eliminated.  Civic and 
youth organizations, which typically enhance the 
quality of life for young people, lost significant 
private and public funding.  Today, Camden 
embarrassingly sees close to 50 percent of its high school students drop out of school; teen 
pregnancy is significantly higher than the national average, and the drug industry thrives.



Potential Solutions

People often ask:  What are the solutions to such staggering social obstacles?  How can we 
break this cycle of poverty?  One answer is to focus on our children—to invest in their lives and 
their development. American author, media theorist, and cultural critic Neil Postman poignantly 
suggests:  “Children are the living messages we send to a time we will not see.”  

As a society we must ask: What kinds of living messages are we sending to the future from 
poor, under-resourced communities like Camden?  

The arts have long been championed as a 
vehicle to keep young people focused on the 
future, engaged in school, and involved in 
expressing their creativity.  At UrbanPromise, a 
non-profit organization based in Camden 
(www.urbanpromiseusa.org, 
www.urbanpromiseinternational.org), organizers 
have experienced first-hand how profoundly the 
performing arts impact the social, academic, and 
spiritual development of young people. After 25 
years of working in Camden, the UrbanPromise 
staff is convinced that one or the best ways to 

break the cycle of poverty is to get youth involved in choirs, drama, and dance.  

Watching the Film

As you are watching A Brighter Future, consider the following:
1. What do the youth say about their community—both the positive and the negative?
2. Which of the youth featured in the film connect with you personally?  Why?
3. What is it about singing in a choir that helps these young people overcome obstacles?
4. List the various elements of participating in a choir that help foster academic, social, and 

spiritual growth.
5. What life skills are learned through performance?  Why are these skills critical for 

success in life?
6. Why is travel so important for children and teens from under-resourced communities?
7. As a society, why do we consistently cut funding to programs that focus on the arts?
8. How do more affluent communities maintain dynamic performing arts programs?
9. In what ways can communities preserve arts education for their youth?
10. What can you do to ensure that under-resourced communities continue to develop 

programs such as the UrbanPromise Gospel Choir?



What You Should Know

*The UrbanPromise Gospel was led by volunteers for more than 15 years.
*The children in the UrbanPromise Youth Gospel Choir earned money to support their trips and 
travel through singing at local churches and selling t-shirts.
*Choir tours—to California, Scotland, Toronto, South Carolina, Florida—were financed through 
donations and fundraising.
*UrbanPromise has expanded into other cities and countries around the world—Toronto, 
Vancouver, Miami, Wilmington, Honduras, and Malawi. 


